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indicated by the selection.-- 

& I 

-0. The method of claim wherein the identification of software already installed on the 
user station is determined without requiring the user to identify the software.- 

~J<$. The method of claim 6f£ wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 



system.- 



The method of claim wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after the user confirms that the software should be received.- 



"3%. The method of claim #f, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system. ~ 

The method of claim M, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.- 

~yr. The method of claim 68, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the user.-- 

--Jo. The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.- 

% 1 

-z?6. The method of claim 68f wherein, once the software indicated by the selection is 
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received from the remote computer system, the software is automatically installed on the user 
station.-- 

%f • ' 

-77 . The method of claim £gf, wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
of the software already installed on the user station.-- 

-78. The method of claim $$, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer at 
the user station.— 

--J79. The method of claim 68, wherein the communications network includes the Internet.-- 

»JKf. The method of claim wherein the user station comprises at least one of a computer, 
cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal communicator, 
wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal digital assistance, 
information appliance, and system controller.-- 

1 

The method of claim £8, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.- 

-82^ The method of claim £8f wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.- 

—jl?>. A computer implemented method for distributing software from a remote computer 
system to a user station, the method comprising: 

providing information enabling the user station to present a directory of software available 
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for installation on the user station and not already installed on the user station based on the 
information and an identification of software installed on the user station; 

receiving at the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 



at the user station responsive to the directory; and 

distributing to the user station over the communications network software indicated by the 
selection.— 

The method of claim f&, wherein the identification of software already installed on the 
user station is determined without requiring the user to identify the software.- 



--^o. The method of claim ^ wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after the user confirms that the software should be received.- 

7P, \k 

--JS7. The method of claim &3, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system.- 

K ■ [ i 

—ffl. The method of claim 83, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.-- 

—0. The method of claim 857 wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the user.— 
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The method of claim JB, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.- 

-p^. The method of claim ^wherein, once the software is distributed to the user station, 
the software is automatically installed on the user station.- 

--,92. The method of claim J85, wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
of the software already installed on the user station.- 

-^5. The method of claim ,83, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer at 
the user station.— 

-94. The method of claim^ wherein the communications network includes the Internet. - 

The method of claim #3* 3 wherein the user station comprises at least one of a computer, 
cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal communicator, 
wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal digital assistance, 
information appliance, and system controller.-- 

~j>6. The method of claim 85; wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.- 

--97. The method of claim #3, wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action. — 
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A computer implemented method for distributing software from a remote computer 
system to a user station, the method comprising: 

presenting, at the user station, as a function of an identification of software already installed 
on the user station, a directory of software available for installation on the user station; 

sending to the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software is selected at the user 
station as a function of the directory; and 

receiving from the remote computer system over the communications network software 
indicated by the selection.-- 

~J)9. The method of claim wherein the identification of software already installed on the 
user station is determined without requiring a user of the user station to identify the software.-- 

2k, 31 

-ZBtff. The method of claim 9f<C wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.-- 

The method of claim % wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after a user of the user station confirms that the software 
should be received.-- 

~i#2. The method of claim 9^ wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system. — 

~)&3. The method of claim 9#T wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule. -- 
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-^JXW. The method of claim ^ wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station.-- 

-Kf$. The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.- 

— H5o. The method of claim 9%l wherein, once the software indicated by the selection is 
received from the remote computer system, the software is automatically installed on the user 
station.— 

-KfT The method of claim^, wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
of the software already installed on the user station.-- 

-SOS. The method of claim 9-8* wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer at 
the user station.- 

--U$. The method of claim/9tf, wherein the communications network includes the Internet.- 

— J*K). The method of claim £8*, wherein the user station comprises at least one of a computer, 
cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal communicator, 
wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal digital assistance, 
information appliance, and system controller.— 

—1¥C. The method of claim i>8, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory. - 
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ft 31 

---H"2. The method of claim 9$l wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.-- 

ft 

-yCS. A computer implemented method for distributing software from a remote computer 
system to a user station, the method comprising: 

providing information enabling the user station to present a directory of software available 
for installation on the user station based on the information and an identification of software installed 
on the user station; 

receiving at the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software is selected at the user 
station as a function of the directory; and 

distributing to the user station over the communications network software indicated by the 
selection.— 

-1*4. The method of claim <H3, wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring a user of the user station to identify the software.-- 

Hi % 

--H5. The method of claim J^3 ? wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.-- 

HI ^ 

-yc&. The method of claim>43 ? wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after a user of the user station confirms that the software 
should be received.-- 

—yen. The method of claim yyS, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
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communication between the user station and the remote computer system.- 

The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.- 

--XA9. The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 

A communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
n 

^ communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station.-- 

-i2tJ. The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.- 

-MzV . The method of claim jj^ wherein, once the software is distributed to the user station, 
the software is automatically installed on the user station.- 

The method of claim \J£>, wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
of the software already installed on the user station.- 

—123. The method of claim wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.- 

The method of claim U5, wherein the communications network includes the 

Internet.— 

-125. The method of claim wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
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computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.- 

Lb 

. The method of claim wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.-- 

LP ^ 

^--<Z2fT. The method of claim wherein: 
the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.— 

-i2#. A computer implemented method for distributing software from a remote computer 
system to a user station, the method comprising: 

presenting, at the user station, as a function of an identification of software already installed 
on the user station, a directory of software available for installation on the user station; 

sending to the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software is selected by a user 
at the user station as a function of the directory; and 

receiving from the remote computer system over the communications network software 
indicated by the selection.— 

The method of claim 128*, wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring the user to identify the software.-- 

-pi^tl. The method of claim J££, wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.— 
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~J>f. The method of claim J2ff, wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after the user confirms that the software should be received.- 

-}2(T. The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system.-- 

The method of claim ]2$T, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.-- 

-124*. The method of claim J£Sf, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the user.- 

lA to I 

-A3f5T The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.- 

. 

-1^6. The method of claim 12?T, wherein, once the software indicated by the selection is 
received from the remote computer system, the software is automatically installed on the user 
station. — 

ad &/ 
*f. The method of claim wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 

of the software already installed on the user station.-- 

-JM. The method of claim 12S7wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.— 
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The method of claim wherein the communications network includes the 

Internet.-- 

The method of claim wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.-- 

-]AX. The method of claim 1£8, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.- 

(pi 

--14T. The method of claim J2#, wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.— 




A computer implemented method for distributing software from a remote computer 



system to a user station, the method comprising: 

providing information enabling the user station to present a directory of software available 
for installation on the user station based on the information and an identification of software installed 
on the user station; 

receiving at the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software is selected by a user 
at the user station as a function of the directory; and 

distributing to the user station over the communications network software indicated by the 
selection.— 
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11 lb 

-vL44TThe method of claim wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring the user to identify the software.-- 

The method of claim J43, wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 

system.-- 

The method of claim>#, wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after the user confirms that the software should be received.- 

to 

d=#£-^^-roe&ed-&£ : ^ ^ wher e in the me t ho d i3 iflitiated-i-R-response-to-a- 

tication between the us er stat io n araTTh o «-remot c comput e r sy stem? — 

it % 

--1AS. The method of claim 145, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.-- 

The method of claim X4T, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the user.-- 

The method of claim KT, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.- 

1. The method of claim>#, wherein, once the software is distributed to the user station, 
the software is automatically installed on the user station.-- 
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of the software already installed on the user station.- 

V The method of claim wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 

0 at the user station.— 

of lb 

The method of claim i4? 5 wherein the communications network includes the 

Internet.— 

% 

The method of claim >4?T wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.- 

-J^€" The method of claim Jrff, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.- 

The method of claim 149, wherein: 
the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.- 

% 

--J5*. A computer implemented method for distributing software from a remote computer 
system to a user station, the method comprising: 

responsive to an identification of software already installed on the user station, presenting, 
at the user station, a directory of software available for installation but not installed on the user 
station: 
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sending to the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software is selected by a user 
at the user station responsive to the directory; and 

receiving from the remote computer system over the communications network software 
indicated by the selection.— 

~-)%9\Vnz method of claim wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring the user to identify the software.-- 

—MSG*. The method of claim l#?f, wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.-- 

- J^T. The method of claim \%%, wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after the user confirms that the software should be received.-- 

jT^^\ — -tfi gT Th e m eth od of da^n^l■^ ^ wh e r e i n t h e method is initiated in — respemse-to-a — 
^communie ation b ct wc c i rt h c user stationaM^tic remote computer system:— 



--}#$. The method of claim 



The method of claim 15% wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.- 

The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the user.— 

The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
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communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.-- 

-Ufa. The method of claim 18%, wherein, once the software is distributed to the user station, 
the software is automatically installed on the user station.- 

i fo> at 

~Wf. The method of claim wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
of the software already installed on the user station.-- 



r 

0 



\o\ (\i 

The method of claim ±8$, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.-- 

-tJ-65C The method of claim J^fT, wherein the communications network includes the 
Internet.- 

- -J-TflT. The method of claim L5*T, wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.-- 

-AR\ . The method of claim J^fif, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.-- 

The method of claim wherein: 
the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.- 
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A computer implemented method for distributing software from a remote computer 
system to a user station, the method comprising: 

providing information enabling the user station to present a directory of software available 
for installation but not installed on the user station based on the information and an identification 
of software installed on the user station; 

receiving at the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software is selected by a user 
at the user station responsive to the directory; and 

distributing to the user station over the communications network software indicated by the 
selection.-- 

fl pi* 

-l^TThe method of claim J^3* 5 wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring the user to identify the software. - 

-195. The method of claim >?3 5 wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.-- 

vr\ id? 

The method of claim wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after the user confirms that the software should be received.- 

SjiH— >73— w heremH foe-^^ i n rc spense-fer^- 

g6rTrnrafliea^^ user station anftthc remote comput e r s ystem: — 




ill lot, 

The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.-- 



Page -17- 

Jd4 



t t 



SERIAL NO.: 09/556,061 PATENT APPLICATION 
PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 

The method of claim JLTT, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the user.- 

The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.- 

ll i 

The method of claimJ^S, wherein, once the software is distributed to the user station, 
the software is automatically installed on the user station.-- 

The method of claim^LT?, wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
of the software already installed on the user station.— 

lib i° b 

~\j&5. The method of claim J^T, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.— 

1 1 7 iQb 

The method of claim J^5T wherein the communications network includes the 

Internet.-- 

The method of claim wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.- 

//? lob 

The method of claim J^T, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory. - 
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\ZO (oh 
~l%7. The method of claim J^C wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.— 

121 

"\S&. A computer implemented method for distributing software from a remote computer 
system to a user station, the method comprising: 

presenting, at the user station, as a function of an identification of software already installed 
on the user station, a directory of software available for installation on the user station and not 
already installed on the user station; 

sending to the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software is selected at the user 
station as a function of the directory; and 

receiving from the remote computer system over the communications network software 
indicated by the selection.-- 

~1>8# The method of claim J^Ss wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring a user of the user station to identify the software.-- 

->t9(J. The method of claim i#$C wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.— 

\zi 12J 

-J^f . The method of claim J#jf, wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after a user of the user station confirms that the software 
should be received.— 



J-2S \TJ 
• l92T*Tho method of olaim \%%[ wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
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communication between the user station and tho romote oomputor gyatcm. - 

The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.-- 

VP /7J 

^ The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 

communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station.- 

-^95. The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.- 

"J^XT The method of claim wherein, once the software indicated by the selection is 
received from the remote computer system, the software is automatically installed on the user 
station.- 

iy> it) 

~)&f. The method of claim wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
of the software already installed on the user station.— 

The method of claim J&f, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.— 

The method of claim J^8f\vherein the communications network includes the 

Internet. - 
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The method of claim wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.-- 

The method of claim ^Sfwherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.- 

~2Rfl. The method of claim J^8f \yherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.-- 

ft** 

A computer implemented method for distributing software from a remote computer 
system to a user station, the method comprising: 

providing information enabling the user station to present a directory of software available 
for installation on the user station and not already installed on the user station based on the 
information and an identification of software installed on the user station; 

receiving at the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software is selected at the user 
station as a function of the directory; and 

distributing to the user station over the communications network software indicated by the 
selection.— 

~2fX. The method of claim 2fifi, wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring a user of the user station to identify the software- 
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The method of claim.2-03, wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 

system.-- 

136 

~?8&The method of claim 203*, wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after a user of the user station confirms that the software 
should be received.-- 

No \% 

-Ififf. The method - €iil^claim 2&$, whor e in the m e thod io initiated in r e oponoo to a 
communication between the user station ancTthc remote computer 3y3tcm. 

--2$£. The method of claim 203, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.— 

"38$. The method of claim ,203, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station.-- 

Nl & 

--2lv. The method of claim £03, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.- 

-^24T. The method of claim 203, wherein, once the software indicated by the selection is 
received from the remote computer system, the software is automatically installed on the user 
station.— 

/«f ,3k 

-^Yl. The method of claim ^03, wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
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of the software already installed on the user station.-- 

-■2*5. The method of claim ^85, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.-- 

M 1% 

, ~2*f. The method of claim .205, wherein the communications network includes the 

Internet.-- 

--2^>. The method of claim £03, wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.-- 

A/f 1% 

--2*(>. The method of claim ^03, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.-- 

-Jiff. The method of claim 203, wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.- 

A computer implemented method for distributing software updates from a remote 
computer system to a user station, the method comprising: 

presenting, at the user station, as a function of an identification of software already installed 
on the user station, a directory of software updates available for installation on the user station; 

sending to the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software updates for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software updates is 
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selected at the user station as a function of the directory; and 

receiving from the remote computer system over the communications network software 
updates indicated by the selection.-- 

The method of claim^8; wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring a user of the user station to identify the software.-- 

53 /srl 

-t22Q. The method of claim 2i%, wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.-- 

isy is? 

. The method of daun^ST, wherein the software updates indicated by the selection is 
received from the remote computer system only after a user of the user station confirms that the 
software updates should be received.-- 

L iMfl / The mcthod^f«4^aim jklff, whoroin the mothod io initiated in response to a 

V ^mmiiniontion hntwnnn tVio nmr rtotintT^m^ r Prn r^ r^mpi l t f r System. 

--22!T The method of claim ^HT, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.— 

--22$. The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station.- 

/St T/ 

-^225? The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
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communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.-- 

-i226. The method of claim 2%%, wherein, once the software updates indicated by the 
selection are received from the remote computer system, the software updates are automatically 
installed on the user station.- 

1(0 '57 

-*22T The method of claim 2tff, wherein the directory describes software updates to at least 
a portion of the software already installed on the user station.— 

-c22-8. The method of claim 241f, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.- 

-^33*k The method of claim 2tt 9 wherein the communications network includes the 
Internet.— 

/to & 

-=2%%. The method of claim^t^ wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.— 

JOY & 

^251 . The method of claim wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software updates indicated by the 
directory.— 

-^23^The method of claim wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

Page -25- 



Ma 



c 




SERIAL NO.: 09/556,061 PATENT APPLICATION 
PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 

the communication is initiated by a user action.— 

-^33. A computer implemented method for distributing software updates from a remote 
computer system to a user station, the method comprising: 

providing information enabling the user station to present a directory of software updates 
available for installation on the user station based on the information and an identification of 
software installed on the user station; 

receiving at the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software updates for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software updates is 
selected at the user station as a function of the directory; and 

distributing to the user station over the communications network software updates indicated 
10 by the selection.- 

-^3<The method of claim wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring a user of the user station to identify the software.-- 

I<$. IU> 

--2%5.The method of claim 2^ 5 wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.-- 

M lu, 

"32ft. The method of claim^35; wherein the software updates indicated by the selection are 
received from the remote computer system only after a user of the user station confirms that the 
software updates should be received.— 

"^A / ■'^ 237!' The-method of cETlTnO tVip mRthnH \? initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the romotc^Dmputcr oystom. 

The method of claim 2>3", wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
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communication between the user ctatmn ^ + u 

me user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 

communication occurs according to a schedule.- 

-fa* The method of data )% wherein me method is ^ 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
commumcation occurs according ,o a schedule determined by a user of the user station,- 

| -32. The method of Cairn 2^ wherein the method is initiated in response to a 

communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
commutation occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system,- 

\~H 

-241. The method of daimi^wherein, once the software updates are distributed to the 
user station, the software updates are automatically installed on the user station.- 

••^Thememodofclaimjjy.whereinmedirectory describes software updates toatleas. 
a portion of the software already installed on the user station.- 

'* /(* 

-MS. The method of claim ygf, wherein me method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 

at the user station.- 

-V*. The method of claim Jja, wherein me communications network includes the 

Internet.- 



-IK The method of claim *s, wherein the user station comprises a. leas, one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game piayer, information kiosk, wired persona, 
communicator, wireless persona, communicator, personal information communicator, persona. 
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digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.- 

'2? 

-7AS. The method of claim 233, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software updates indicated by the 

directory.— 

~2#T. The method of claim 233, wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.- 

w 

-TPS. A computer implemented method for distributing software updates from a remote 
computer system to a user station, the method comprising: 

presenting, at the user station, as a function of an identification of software already installed 
on the user station, a directory of software updates available for installation on the user station and 
not already installed on the user station; 

sending to the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software updates for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software updates is 
selected at the user station as a function of the directory; and 

receiving from the remote computer system over the communications network software 
updates indicated by the selection.-- 

m 

»2&C The method of claim.24$*, wherein the identification of software already installed 
the user station is determined without requiring a user of the user station to identify the software 



on 



1% } 1t 
-m. The method of claim jM, wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.— 
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Ji^The method of claiirj^ wherein the software updates indicated by the selection is 
received from the remote computer system only after a user of the user station confirms that the 
software updates should be received.-- 

^ The meth od n f claim ^t^wh r- r n n thr nwhnd ,v i„\« ■„ i i n r rrrnncc t Q J 
Communication botwoon thn nr«r rtntinn n^fo^^ n ^f r rn mput o r c yau l l i- 

-£85. The method of claim 248; wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.- 

m is-/ 

-^T The method of claim 34$ wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station.- 

tsr /gf 

The method of claim 2< wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system - 

-t2&&. The method of claim JM, wherein, once the software updates indicated by the 
selection are received from the remote computer system, the software updates are automatically 
installed on the user station.- 

-^ISTThe method of clain^W, wherein the directory describes software updates to at least 
a portion of the software already installed on the user station.- 

-£5$. The method of claim^, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
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at the user station.-- 

-P9. The method of claim 248T wherein the communications network includes the 
Internet.-- 

/?3 /?/ 

-?60. The method of claim j24T, wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.- 

The method of claimJ24&, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software updates indicated by the 

directory.— 

it i*i 

-281. The method of claim 24S, wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.- 

~J&>. A computer implemented method for distributing software updates from a remote 
computer system to a user station, the method comprising: 

providing information, as a function of an identification of software already installed on the 
user station, enabling the user station to present a directory of software updates available for 
installation but not installed on the user station; 

receiving at the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software updates for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software updates is 
selected at the user station as a function of the directory; and 
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distributing to the user station over the communications network software updates indicated 
by the selection.- 

m /% 

The method of claim^, wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring a user of the user station to identify the software.- 

m it* 

-265. The method of claim^, wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.— 

m in. 

--]&6. The method of claim^T, wherein the software updates indicated by the selection are 
received from the remote computer system only after a user of the user station confirms that the 
software updates should be received.-- 

if \ ^ ^ 
■^N/ V^- The method of olainiJ8S, ^orointho mothod io initiated in roaponac to a 

C ommunication between the uocr atation and the romofrTcftmputcr 3y3tcm. 

--368: The method of claim ^263, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.- 

-269TThe method of claim 2&, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station.- 

--220. The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.- 
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^T^The method of claim ^wherein, once the software updates are distributed to the 
user station, the software updates are automatically installed on the user station.- 

~2?X. The method of claim^, wherein the directory describes software updates to at least 
\a portion of the software already installed on the user station.-- 

The method of claim<2<tf, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.-- 

-^Ftt. The method of claim ^265, wherein the communications network includes the 
Internet.— 

Z<x 1% 

The method of claim .265', wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.- 

z&6. The method of claim ^ wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software updates indicated by the 
directory.— 

-277. The method of claim 265, wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.- 

^m. A computer implemented method for distributing software updates from a remote 
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computer system to a user station, the method comprising: 

presenting, at the user station, as a function of an identification of software already installed 
on the user station, a directory of software updates available for installation on the user station; 

sending to the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software updates for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software updates is 
selected by a user at the user station as a function of the directory; and 

receiving from the remote computer system over the communications network software 
updates indicated by the selection.-- 

c3& 9-1/ 

The method of claim 2^1 wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring the user to identify the software.- 

The method of claimj^, wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 

system.— 

a/ 3// 

-Jtt. The method of claim J?S7 wherein the software updates indicated by the selection is 
received from the remote computer system only after the user confirms that the software updates 
should be received.— 

The method ofYhim u22gLwfagn?mjl^ ^ j 0 initiated in rcoponac to a 
communication between the U3cr 3tation and the remolcliompTl^ ■. y s tem.- 

-^283-. The method of claim 23*1 wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication, between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.-- 

The method of claim Vtf, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
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communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the user.- 

-2%ST The method of claim ZX, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system - 

Ml 

-286: The method of claim ?K, wherein, once the software updates indicated by the 
selection are received from the remote computer system, the software updates are automatically 
installed on the user station.-- 

The method of claim 2^ wherein the directory describes software updates to at least 
a portion of the software already installed on the user station.-- 

ZZ/ -2// 

The method of claim 278, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.-- 

222 

--.289. The method of claim 2ft, wherein the communications network includes the 
Internet.-- 

zz3 a/' 

--.390. The method of claim 2», wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.- 

2Ztf ^// 

--,291 The method of claim ^?ST wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software updates indicated by the 
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directory.— 

~2£2? The method of claim 2?$, wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.-- 

J a* 

V A computer implemented method for distributing software updates from a remote 

computer system to a user station, the method comprising: 

providing information enabling the user station to present a directory of software updates 
available for installation on the user station based on the information and an identification of 
software installed on the user station; 

receiving at the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software updates for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software updates is 
selected by a user at the user station as a function of the directory; and 

distributing to the user station over the communications network software updates indicated 
by the selection.- 

jrZ&t The method of claim-295*, wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring the user to identify the software.-- 

-^295. The method of claim 2&$l wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.-- 

-•^9&. The method of claim293; wherein the software updates indicated by the selection are 
received from the remote computer system only after the user confirms that the software updates 
should be received.-- 
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^^^^the-^lsk^^ ^^mis^^ji^rom the method is initiated in response to a 
Luiuiiiuiii cation between the user station and the rcmolcoonipTitcr 3y3tcm. 

The method of claim ^93*, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.-- 

I S3? Sty, 

' The method of claim ^293^ wherein the method is initiated in response to a 

communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the user.-- 

333 sou 

-^0$. The method of claim ^293; wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.- 

-£W. The method of claim^293s wherein, once the software updates are distributed to the 
user station, the software updates are automatically installed on the user station.-- 

The method of claim wherein the directory describes software updates to at least 
a portion of the software already installed on the user station.- 

sou aat 

-303. The method of claim 2#3, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.— 

^>J04. The method of claim wherein the communications network includes the 
Internet. - 
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^--^po? The method of claim,^?, wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.-- 

^06. The method of claim^^, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software updates indicated by the 
directory.— 

--^QT. The method of claim^295, wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.-- 



^Otf. A computer implemented method for installing software on a user station, the method 
comprising: 

presenting, at the user station, as a function of an identification of software already installed 
on the user station, a directory of software available for installation on the user station; and 
installing a selection of software on the user station, 
wherein: 

the selection of software is selected at the user station as a function of the directory; and 
the selection of software is received from a remote computer system over a communications 
network.-- 

The method of claim ^J&iT, wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring a user of the user station to identify the software.- 
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^KT. The method of claim ^OSrVherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.— 

-Vrf. The method of claim iOC wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after the user confirms that the software should be received.-- 

— ^Kf. The mcthocTftf elaun^3Q^ wherein tho mothod ig initiated in rcopongc to a 
Communication between the use r station andtiic l ^ iT wte computex system.-- 

-2%1>. The method of claim -30^ wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.-- 

-^3LK. The method of claim .308; wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station.-- 

-£X5. The method of claim J&fc, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.-- 

The method of claim^Qfc; wherein, once the software indicated by the selection is 
received from the remote computer system, the software is automatically installed on the user 
station.- 

--2Xf. The method of claim30$, wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
of the software already installed on the user station.— 
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The method of claim }QfSr, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.-- 

-J&*f. The method of claim 2®$> wherein the communications network includes the 
Internet.— 

The method of claim ^08; wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
I^V^computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.— 

a// 

-321. The method of claim wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory. - 

The method of claim wherein: 
the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.- 

^323. A computer implemented method for installing software on a user station, the method 
comprising: 

presenting, at the user station, as a function of an identification of software already installed 
on the user station, a directory of software available for installation but not installed on the user 
station; and 

installing a selection of software on the user station , 
wherein: 

the selection of software is selected at the user station as a function of the directory; and 
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the selection of software is received from a remote computer system over a network.-- 

XT) £SU 

The method of clainj^23, wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring a user of the user station to identify the software.-- 

25? 

-j22S. The method of claini^X wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.-- 

The method of claim>2^ wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after the user confirms that the software should be received.- 



^jjr JiSff. The method of olai^j?£^whQroin the method is initiated in response to a 



communication between the user station and th e remot e computer system.- 

- i 32& The method of claim ^23^ wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.-- 

-£2*f. The method of claim ^323, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station.-- 

-;#K). The method of claim ,^23", wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.- 

-^ftl. The method of claim ,J237 wherein, once the software indicated by the selection is 
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received from the remote computer system, the software is automatically installed on the user 
station.— 

The method of claim,J237 wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
of the software already installed on the user station.— 

The method of claim,323, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.- 

— The method of claim ,325, wherein the communications network includes the 
Internet.— 

—335". The method of claim 325^ wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.- 

-^2t€. The method of claim 52^, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.— 

-£%T. The method of claimJJ25, wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.- 

sni 

-3331! . A computer implemented method for installing software on a user station, the method 
comprising: 
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presenting, at the user station, as a function of an identification of software already installed 
on the user station, a directory of software available for installation on the user station and not 
already installed on the user station; and 

installing on the user station a selection of software, wherein the selection of software is 
selected by a user at the user station as a function of the directory and wherein the selection of 
software is received from a remote computer system over a network.- 

The method of claim^33£; wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring the user to identify the software.- 

-J4CC The method of clairn^^ wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.— 

— 34t. The method of claim }2&, wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after the user confirms that the software should be received.- 

30? 9-1/ 

— 3^ The method of claim^K whoroin the method is initiated in response to a ■ 
Communication between the user station and the^remote computer syst e m. 

9.1: 

-£45. The method of claim 338; wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein "the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.-- 

-^J44. The method of claim -36^ wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station. - 
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Jill £7/ 

-3457 The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.-- 

--346T*The method of claim wherein, once the software indicated by the selection is 
received from the remote computer system, the software is automatically installed on the user 
station.- 

\ -yn. The method of claim33^ wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 

of the software already installed on the user station.- 

27/ 

~34£ The method of claim<33#, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.-- 

9&~ an' 

-*349T The method of claiiry33«fwherein the communications network includes the 
Internet.-- 

-J£(L The method of claim 33^ wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.-- 

-£#T. The method of claim 331T, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.-- 

-jp&t. The method of claim 33*87wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 

Page -43- 



ISO 



• % 



SERIAL NO.: 09/556,061 PATENT APPLICATION 
PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 

remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.— 

system to a user station, the method comprising: 

responsive to an identification of software already installed on the user station, presenting, 
at the user station, a directory of software available for installation on the user station and not already 
installed on the user station; 
^ sending to the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 



A computer implemented method for distributing software from a remote computer 



software for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software is selected responsive 
to the directory; and 

receiving from the remote computer system over the communications network software 
1 0 indicated by the selection.-- 

The method of claim^?", wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring a user of the user station to identify the software.-- 

~-)#5. The method of claim ^53, wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.— 

-^SfT The method of claim>5!3, wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after a user of the user station confirms that the software 
should be received.— 



^V/^ - ' Th e method of clmr^^3^^crcin the method is initiated in response to 

ommunication between the user station and mc^rogigtc computer system."" — 
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~26lf. The method of claim ^Stf, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.— 

-)^ThQ method of claim ^55, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station.-- 

1& 7%. 

-30. The method of claim ^53, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.-- 

The method of claim wherein, once the software indicated by the selection is 
received from the remote computer system, the software is automatically installed on the user 
station.— 

-^$1. The method of claim>5^ wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
of the software already installed on the user station.- 

--2S3. The method of claim wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.- 

The method of claim wherein the communications network includes the 

Internet.- 




—Mrf. The method of claim ^55^ wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
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communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.- 

-3MTThe method of claim ^#T, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.- 

~^8T. The method of claim >53, wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.- 

-36#"a computer implemented method for distributing software from a remote computer 
system to a user station, the method comprising: 

providing information enabling the user station to present a directory of software available 
for installation on the user station and not already installed on the user station based on the 
5 information and an identification of software installed on the user station; 

receiving at the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software is selected responsive 
to the directory; and 

distributing to the user station over the communications network software indicated by the 
10 selection.- 

-369. The method of claim>6C wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring a user of the user station to identify the software.- 

The method of claim wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 

system.— 
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~2fl\ . The method of claiiti^T wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after a user of the user station confirms that the software 
should be received.— 

The method of claub^&87 wher e in tho method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station ai^fee remote computer system. — 





-^23*. The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.-- 

The method of claim--3t>?C wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station.-- 

-^PfS. The method of claim 3687 wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.-- 

--¥fb. The method of claim wherein, once the software is distributed to the user station, 
the software is automatically installed on the user station.-- 

~2m. The method of claim3687 wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
of the software already installed on the user station. - 

-"^T^The method of claim wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station. - 
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->79. The method of claim $kft, wherein the communications network includes the 





Internet.— 

The method of claim wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.-- 

-z3#f. The method of claim ^6^, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.-- 

~3#2. The method of claim 3^8", wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.-- 




-383. A computer implemented method for distributing software from a remote computer 
//"system to a user station, the methoci comprising: 

sending to the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software is selected at the user 
station as a function of software available for installation on the user station and software not already 
installed on the user station; and 

receiving from the remote computer s^tem over the communications network software 
indicated by the selection.— 



n 3iu 

The method of claim 3*3; wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring a user of the user station to identify the software.-- 

Page -48- 



155 




SERIAL NO.: 09/556,061 PATENT APPLICATION 
PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 

The method of claim^«5, wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 

system.— 

~2%b. The method of claim 3#C wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after a user of the user station confirms that the software 
should be received.-- 

^Jtfjf. The method of olaim^8^\ wherein the method is initiated in rc3poii3c to a 



communication between the user station and the i retnote; computer system, 

The method of claim J#3t wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.-- 

The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station.- 

->3#(f. The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.-- 

The method of claim 3-83; wherein, once the software indicated by the selection is 
received from the remote computer system, the software is automatically installed on the user 
station.— 

The method of claim^S?, wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
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of the software already installed on the user station.-- 

->93TThe method of claim wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.— 

~}94. The method of claim wherein the communications network includes the 
Internet.-- 

-395. The method of claim ^>83^ wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.— 

->J#67 The method of claim >8^, wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.- 

-yfl. The method of claim 38-3; wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.- 



-398. A computer implemented method for distributing software from a remote computer 
Astern to a user station, the method comprising: 

receiving at the remote computer system over a communications network a selection of 
software for distribution to the user statioV wherein the selection of software is selected at the user 
station as a function of software available fonpstallation on the user station and software not already 
installed on the user station; and 
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distributing to the user stationxjyer the communications network software indicated by the 
selection.— 

-•£99. The method of claim^SC wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring a user of the user station to identify the software.-- 

3*35 -5-3' 

-^©OTThe method of claim 3-91C wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.-- 

3^/ 331 

The method of claim wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after a user of the user station confirms that the software 
should be received.— 

jtOfff* Tho metho^^ki^aim Jffi^ wherein the? method is initiated in response to a 
inication between tho user station ancPftre remote computer system. 

33= 33/ 

-J&S'. The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.— 

The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station.— 

338" -53/ 

-^405". The method of claim ^9f 9 wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.- 
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5>1 *' 



-£96? The method of claim 3#?f, wherein, once the software is distributed to the user station, 
the software is automatically installed on the user station. - 

--40T. The method of claim wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
of the software already installed on the user station.-- 

~$Qg. The method of claim 3#8, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.-- 

-j£Q9. The method of claim 3#8, wherein the communications network includes the 
Internet.-- 

-5KT. The method of claim ^#8, wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.- 

-&tff. The method of claim wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory. - 

-^jfe! The method of claim 29#f wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.-- 

-zAiT. A computer implemented method for distributing software from a remote computer 
system to a user station, the method comprising: 
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providing information, responsive to an identification of software already installed on the 
user station, enabling the user station to present a directory of software available for installation on 
5 the user station and not already installed on the user station; 

receiving, at the remote computer system over a communications network, a selection of 
software for distribution to the user station, wherein the selection of software is selected by a user 
at the user station responsive to the directory; and 

distributing to the user station over the communications network software indicated by the 
10 selection.— 

> JpJ -Ai4. The method of claim wherein the identification of software already installed on 
§ * the user station is determined without requiring the user to identify the software.-- 

-4X$. The method of claim JU^, wherein the directory is provided by the remote computer 
system.— 

-4*6. The method of claim £XT, wherein the software indicated by the selection is received 
from the remote computer system only after the user confirms that the software should be received.-- 



\\ f ^40. The method of^ei^im J^5, whoroin th e method is initiated in response to a - 



communication between the user stationa!id^e^emote computer system. 

-4+8. The method of claim 4*5", wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule.- 

The method of claim 4f37 wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
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communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the user.-- 
*P> <y\k> 

-420. The method of claim jH-T, wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and the remote computer system, and wherein the 
communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer system.-- 

--^L The method of claim iW^T 5 wherein, once the software is distributed to the user station, 
the software is automatically installed on the user station.-- 

-422. The method of claim wherein the directory describes updates to at least a portion 
of the software already installed on the user station.- 

--42l The method of claim 4*£ wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station.-- 

The method of claim wherein the communications network includes the 

Internet. ~ 

-425. The method of claim 4*£ wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.— 

-^26. The method of claim 413; wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.- 

-faf. The method of claim wherein: 
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the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and the 
remote computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action. - 

The method of claim 4*37 wherein the directory is prepared at the user station 
responsive to the identification of software already installed on the user station.-- 

-$29? A computer implemented method for installing a software update on a user station, 
the method comprising: 

presenting, at the user station, as a function of an identification of software already installed 
on the user station, a directory of software updates available for installation but not included in the 
software already installed on the user station; and 

installing a selected software update on the user station, 
wherein: 

the selected software update is selected by a user operating the user station as a function of 
the directory; and 

the selected software update is received over a network.-- 

-J2r(f. The method of claim j&f, wherein the identification of software already installed on 
the user station is determined without requiring the user to identify the software to a remote 
computer system.— 

—fy&r. The method of claim^Cwherein information for generating the directory is provided 
by a remote computer system.-- 

^>*> 

**M/ ' £32. The m e thod of claim > 3g^vheroin th e sel e ct e d software update ig roooivod from a 
r emote computer system only after the user confirm3lKaTfe&,3aftwarc u p dat e sh o uld be leceived.-- 
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The method of claim wherein the method is initiated in response to a 
communication between the user station and a remote computer system.- 

•vl/l ^ 

-^3<^The method of claim wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and a remote 
computer system; and 

the communication occurs according to a schedule.— 

—A%5. The method of claim ^2^wherein: 
the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and a remote 
computer system; and 

the communication occurs according to a schedule determined by a user of the user station.-- 
~43t>. The method of claim 42^wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and a remote 
computer system; and 

the communication occurs according to a schedule determined by the remote computer 
system.— 

-43^. The method of claim^29 3 wherein, once the selected software update is received from 
a remote computer system, the software update is automatically installed on the user station.- 

3-7' 

-^^STThe method of claim 429, wherein the directory further provides identification of 
software available for installation but not installed on the user station.— 

The method of claim 3*29, wherein the method is facilitated using an HTML viewer 
at the user station. - 
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--44CT. The method of claim ^29*, wherein the communications network includes the 
Internet.— 

-jM. The method of claim wherein the user station comprises at least one of a 
computer, cable television controller, video game player, information kiosk, wired personal 
communicator, wireless personal communicator, personal information communicator, personal 
digital assistance, information appliance, and system controller.-- 

The method of claim wherein the method is facilitated using a user interface 
provided at the user station by an entity associated with the software indicated by the directory.-- 

--4^3? The method of claim 429, wherein: 

the method is initiated in response to a communication between the user station and a remote 
computer system; and 

the communication is initiated by a user action.— 



REMARKS 



Claims 68-443 are pending in the application as a result of the instant Amendment. In the 
Amendment, claims 1-67 are cancelled in favor of new claims 68-443. A copy of the newly added 
claims without markings is provided in the attached Appendix. 

While an Office Action dated November 21, 2002, rejecting all claims 1-67 was received, 
it is respectfully submitted that cancellation of claims 1-67 in favor of newly added claims 68-443 
was for the purpose of pursuing method claims of broader scope. It is also respectfully submitted that 
claims 68-443 are fully supported by the application as filed and, thus, do not introduce prohibited 
new matter into the application. 
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